
Basic Principles of Safety – Chemicals — Splashes 

 

Your Objectives:  

At the end of the lesson, you should be able to pinpoint in the (M)SDS the sections for regulations 

on leakages, spills and splashes so as to follow the instructions therein. 

 

It goes without saying that utmost care must be taken to avoid such things as material leaks. 

Nevertheless, accidents might, in rare instances, still occur. Apart from leaks and other accidents, 

splashes may occur, causing chemical substances to come into contact with employees and/or 

equipment and thus disseminate into the environment.  

Corresponding security measures and behaviour exist in the (M)SDS in the event that such 

contingencies as splashes should occur. Although one might contend that there is little point in 

familiarising oneself with them until the moment of an accident, it is indeed very important to 

know these, since it is most likely too late once the accident has happened to go browsing the 

(M)SDS for the corresponding intervention to the problem.  

What follows is a sample of the regulations regarding accidental release of ethanol for 

spectroscopy:  

 

 



An uncontrolled release includes chemical, biological and radioisotope spills and leakages that 

may become a hazard to occupants and to the work area itself. In all cases of an uncontrolled 

release, EHS should be contacted immediately so that outside emergency assistance can be 

summoned. 

 

 

 

Extra resource: https://www.enhesa.com/resources/article/what-is-ehs-and-why-is-it-

important/ 
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