
Basic Principles of Safety – Chemicals — (Material) Safety Data Sheet, or (M)SDS 

 

Your Objectives:  

At the end of this lesson, you will be able to locate, read the SDS* and follow it to the letter.  

 

The following passage was extracted from: “e Chap5_MaterialsMgnmnt_06.pdf” — Solothurn 

DATABASE: Core Skills, Upskilling MFG – NGM” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chemical handling, various tasks that you will be performing in your area, may require the use of 

different chemicals. What follows outlines some general considerations for handling chemicals. 

Biogen’s Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) department provides more detailed safety 

training for all employees.  

 

 



Safety Data Sheets (*SDS, formerly known as MSDS)  

Employers are required by law to library copies of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) as (official) 

reference to any hazardous chemicals which may be associated with any relevant job position.  

The SDS typically contains 16 sections. Among them are the following topics:  

 

 

• substance identification 

• hazardous ingredients 

• fire and explosion data  

• health hazards 

• proper storage  

• reactivity information  

• spill procedures 

• PPE specifications  

• precautions 

• first aid procedures  

• etc. 

 

 

IMPORTANT: Always review the relevant section of the SDS prior to handling potentially 

hazardous chemicals of any kind and follow the safety rules to the letter. 



A specimen of MSDS for ethanol  (alcohol) 

 

Further information on the Federal webpage: 

https://www.anmeldestelle.admin.ch/chem/en/home/themen/pflicht-

hersteller/selbstkontrolle/sicherheitsdatenblatt-sdb.html 

Free access to (M)SDS online: https://www.msdsonline.com/sds-search/ 

SDS Overview (see video): https://www.msdsonline.com/resources/sds-resources/sds/ 
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